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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the last  

candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the first . 

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for what  

they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should 

always award full marks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark 

scheme. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a 

candidate’s response, the team leader must  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be marked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev el  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a 

‘best - fit ’ approach, deciding which level most  closely describes the quality of the answer. 

Answers can display characterist ics from more than one level, and where this happens 

markers must  use their professional judgement  to decide which level is most  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a  m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the mark within the level. 

The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a 

level has specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  

guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of marks available in a level and not  

rest r ict  marks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-

m iddle mark if there is an even number of marks)  and then move the mark up or down to 

find the best  mark. To do this, they should take into account  how far the answer meets the 

requirements of the level:   

• I f it  meets the requirements fully ,  markers should be prepared to award full marks 

within the level. The top mark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as 

can realist ically be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  meets the requirements of the level, markers should consider 

awarding marks at  the bot tom of the level. The bot tom mark in the level is used for 

answers that  are the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle marks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable match to 

the descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between some characterist ics of the 

level that  are fully met  and others that  are only barely met . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gen er ic Lev el  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Demonst rate, organise and communicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, making substant iated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilar ity, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable material.  

1  1 - 6  • Simple or generalised statements are made about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgement  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 - 1 2  • Some understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tempted by describing some points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has implicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgement  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the cr iter ia for judgement  are left  implicit .  

3  1 3 - 1 8  • Understanding and some analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining some key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to demonst rate some understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  material lacks 

range or depth 

• At tempts are made to establish cr iter ia for judgement  on 

the view and to relate the overall j udgement  to them, 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 - 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to demonst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

meet  most  of it s demands. 

• Valid cr iter ia by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgement . Although some of the evaluat ions may only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall judgement  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether the failings of Louis 

XVI  and his m inisters in the years after 1780 was the main reason for the onset  

of the revolut ion in 1789. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 

• Louis and his m inisters had increased taxes to raise money and the Third 

Estate was hit  the hardest  and this increased popular discontent  

• Finance Minister Calonne at tempted to extend taxes to the nobilit y and 

clergy, who resented it , and protests in the parlements in many ways 

t r iggered the revolut ion of 1789 

• I n 1786 the French government  was vir tually bankrupt  with an income of 

475 m illion livres, but  expenditure of 587 m illion livres, and the repeated 

failures to avoid this situat ion led to the calling of an Estates General for 

the first  t ime since 1614  

• Louis lacked charisma and a popular touch bringing the monarchy into 

disrepute and the subject  of widespread sat ire.  

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points nay include:  

• The writers of the Enlightenment  st ressed the importance of reason over 

t radit ion and so challenged the old regime 

• At t itudes towards the perceived excesses of the court , e.g. Marie 

Antoinet te spending money on banquets, balls and entertainment  

• The success of the American Revolut ion by 1783 encouraged challenges to 

authority in France 

• The weather and poor harvest  in 1788 produced an econom ic cr isis in 

1789 that  intensified the discontent , e.g. r iots broke out  in Paris and the 

count ryside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 



 

 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether the war with 

Aust r ia and Prussia was the main reason for the failure of const itut ional 

monarchy in the years 1791-92. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 

• The war increased dist rust  in the king as Louis had hoped that  war would 

lead to a French defeat  and an overthrow of the revolut ionary government  

• The war increased econom ic problems and food shortages and made the 

revolut ion increasingly ext reme and republican 

• The increasing threat  to Paris from the Aust r ian and Prussian arm ies 

produced a revolut ionary fervour which led to an at tack on the Tuiler ies 

and the suspension of the monarchy  

• The arr ival of new t roops to defend Paris ( the Fédérés)  increased the 

revolut ionary atmosphere.  

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 

• The at tempted flight  of the royal fam ily to Varennes in 1791 underm ined 

its posit ion and there were calls for Louis to stand t r ial 

• I t  was the radical Convent ion, elected in September 1792, which legally 

abolished the monarchy 

• The growing republicanism  in Paris and the polit ical clubs predated the 

war 

• The depression in the luxury t rades in Paris produced unemployment  and 

econom ic m isery, which created sans-culot tes radicalism . 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to make a judgement  about  whether the Therm idorean 

government  had a posit ive impact  on France in 1794. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• The Therm idorean government  ended the excesses of The Terror, e.g. it  

repealed the Law of Suspects 

• There was a greater spir it  of tolerat ion and a part ially successful at tempt  

to reconcile republicans and royalists 

• The more cont roversial aspects of Robespierre’s policies (e.g. the cult  of 

the Supreme Being)  were abandoned 

• The Therm idorean government  reassured property owners who had 

gained from the revolut ion that  their gains were secure. 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• The Therm idoreans were a disparate group with many fundamental 

divisions, which caused instabilit y  

• To many they appeared as cynical self-seekers who had done well out  of 

the revolut ion and this weakened their authority 

• Their financial policies added to inflat ion and further damaged the 

economy 

• They had no new answers to the ongoing war and its domest ic impact  on 

France. 

 

 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether economic and 

financial difficult ies were the main problems facing the Directory in the years 

1795-99. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 

• The Directory had to keep France supplied with food given that  the Brit ish 

naval blockade prevented France get t ing supplies from overseas 

• The Directory had to rest r ict  the sale of basic materials, e.g. candles and 

firewood, and in some cit ies there were thr iving ‘black markets’ 

• The economy was underm ined as paper money was losing its value 

• The Directory faced great  difficulty in financing its government .  

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• There was widespread discontent  amongst  Jacobin radicals, which led to 

outbreaks of radical demonst rat ions  

• Royalists seized the opportunity for revenge leading to the White Terror 

and counter- revolut ionary act ivity  

• The Directory had to deal with civil war in the Vendée 

• The Directory suffered a series of m ilitary setbacks in 1798, which created 

discontent  within France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  
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